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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Darrington is a welcoming school where Christian values are at the heart. Pupils are 
kind and caring towards each other. The school has a particularly supportive and 
nurturing ethos. This helps pupils to develop positive attitudes towards adults and 
each other. Pupils value differences such as gender, sexuality, faith and ethnicity. 
Pupils say that people are never discriminated against because, ‘There is no need to. 
People are just the same; they are free to do what they want to do.’  
 
Pupils say that they feel safe in school and that staff care about their well-being. 
Pupils generally behave well. They know whom to talk to if they have any concerns 
and trust staff to always help them. Some parents and carers say that bullying is an 
issue, but pupils told inspectors that bullying does not happen. If pupils are mean, 
then adults help them sort issues out.  
 
Leaders have worked hard to plan lessons that are helping pupils to remember 
more. Pupils know that their teachers want them to do well in their learning. Pupils 
told us they like history. They enjoy the many trips and visits they make that bring 
their learning to life, such as a visit to London.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The school is well led and managed. Leaders know what the school does well and 
what it needs to do better. Leaders have made changes to the curriculum to ensure 
pupils are remembering what they learn.  
 
Leaders make sure that pupils have a wide range of experiences and develop the 
right knowledge and skills to achieve well. As a result, pupils are confident and 
successful learners. By the time they leave the school, they are well prepared for the 
next stage of their education. 
 
Reading is a priority across the school. Children get off to a good start right from 
Reception because phonics is taught very well. All adults have had the training they 
need to deliver the phonics programme successfully. Leaders check learning carefully 
so that any pupils who start to struggle are quickly identified and given the help 
they need to catch up. Books are well matched to the sounds pupils know. 
 
Pupils like reading. As pupils move up the school, they learn to evaluate books, 
understand characters and use well-developed vocabulary. Occasionally, the quality 
of comprehension teaching varies. This is because teaching assistants do not yet 
have the skills to be able to support pupils to answer challenging questions. 
 
In mathematics, teachers plan work that develops pupils’ fluency and mathematical 
understanding well. They ensure that pupils understand important concepts and 
calculation methods. However, for some pupils, the work does not challenge them to 
think deeply enough. These pupils need to be moved on to challenging work more 
quickly. 
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Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive effective 
extra help from staff. Staff expect pupils with SEND to develop the same knowledge 
as their peers. 
 
In early years, children settle in quickly. They are eager to learn from a wide range 
of interesting activities. For example, children looked closely at different coloured 
blocks of ice with fascination. Adults ask considered questions to help children to 
think more deeply about what they are doing. Regular opportunities to practise new 
skills help children to remember what they have already learned over time. This 
means that they are well prepared to move on to key stage 1. 
 
Staff have high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. There is a calm atmosphere 
throughout the school. Pupils’ learning is rarely interrupted by poor behaviour. Some 
pupils do display some off-task behaviour when work is too easy.  
 
Pupils cooperate well in lessons. They show interest and enjoyment in learning. Staff 
insist that pupils show pride in the presentation of their work. However, not all staff 
insist that pupils use the correct basic skills, such as in spelling and punctuation, 
consistently. 
 
There is a buzz for history throughout the school. Well-planned learning ensures that 
pupils make links across topics. Pupils talk with enthusiasm about the way in which 
teachers help them remember their learning, such as with songs and rhymes and 
exciting trips and visitors. 
 
Pupils enjoy the varied extra-curricular activities on offer. These include clubs for 
singing, sport and dance. Leaders ensure that disadvantaged pupils have full access 
to these activities. All staff take a keen interest in developing pupils’ physical and 
mental well-being. They teach pupils what they can do to lead healthy lives. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have established a vigilant and caring ethos in the school. Staff receive 
regular and appropriate training. They can recognise the signs that a pupil is at risk 
of harm. Staff are confident to report any concerns. Leaders follow up concerns 
rigorously and swiftly. Leaders accurately record concerns and the actions taken. 
They seek support from external agencies when required so that pupils get the help 
that they need. 
 
Pupils learn to keep themselves safe, including when working online. Leaders know 
the risks that exist in the local area. Pupils learn about these risks through 
assemblies and special lessons. Leaders make strong links with local community 
agencies, such as the police. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
◼ Leaders should ensure that expectations of pupils are always high, particularly in 

mathematics, so that pupils can apply their skills and extend their learning. Pupils 
who are secure in their learning should be moved on to more complex problems 
more quickly. 

◼ Leaders have worked hard to plan learning in history that pupils remember. 
Leaders should ensure that this successful model is replicated in science so that 
pupils build successfully on their knowledge. 

◼ Staff are well trained in the teaching of phonics across the school. Leaders now 
need to ensure that teaching assistants who support the teaching of reading 
comprehension are sufficiently trained to ensure that all pupils are challenged. 

◼ Leaders need to ensure that there is consistency in identifying errors in spelling 
and punctuation so that pupils’ work is always of a high quality.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 140110 

Local authority Wakefield 

Inspection number 10087631 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy  

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 119 

Appropriate authority The board of trustees 

Chair Ian Brown 

Headteacher Lyndsay Ranby 

Website www.darringtonschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 9–10 June 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ This is a Church of England primary school. 

◼ Its most recent section 48 inspection for schools of a religious character took 
place on 19 January 2016. 

◼ The school runs a breakfast and after-school club. 

◼ Although the school is a stand-alone academy, it works closely with local schools. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ We held meetings with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, middle leaders and 

other staff. An inspector met with members of the governing body and spoke with 
a representative of the diocese. Discussions explored a wide range of aspects of 
the school, including safeguarding arrangements. 

◼ We did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics, science and history. 
We visited lessons with the relevant leader for each subject. We visited the 
Reception class to see how the youngest children are taught in these subjects as 

http://www.darringtonschool.co.uk/
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well. We spoke with pupils about their learning and considered the quality of their 
work. We discussed our findings with leaders. 

◼ Account was taken of the 35 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent 
View, and the responses to the staff survey. There were no responses to the pupil 
questionnaire. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Eve Morris, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Alison Ashworth Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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